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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Phillips(U.S. 2002/0186406) in view of MacNaughton(U.S. 7,058,892). 

Regarding claim 1 . Phillips discloses that "a print control apparatus comprises, 

an information obtaining means which obtains from a printer, information regarding a 

consumed level of a consumable item." (Figure 4, step 406 details the ability to 

gather the print media usage data from a printer. This step inherently teaches the 

existence of the obtaining means stated in the claim language.) Phillips further 

teaches "a notifying means which notifies the user that the consumed level of the 

consumable item is in advanced stage." (Paragraph 23 of the Phillips reference 

divulges that a user is warned when the consumables are at an advanced level. 

The ability to warn the user implies the existence of the notifying means claimed 

in the claim language.) And finally, the Phillips reference discloses "a determining 

means which determines whether or not the user is notified of an advanced consumed 

level as to the consumable item whose consumed level is found to be in advanced 

stage according to said information regarding the consumed level." (Paragraph 23 
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details the ability to inform the user of the advanced level of the consumable 
items.) 

But Phillips fails to teach "a receiving means which selectively receives a setting 
from a user in which a notice that the consumed level of the consumable item is in 
advanced stage is limited to once within a predetermined period of time." Nor does 
Phillips teach that "when the consumable item whose consumed level is found to be in 
advanced stage has a setting that the notice as to advanced consumed level is limited 
to once within the predetermined period of time, and said notice has already been given 
within said predetermined period of time, said determining means determines that the 
user is not notified of the advanced consumed level, and when said notice has not been 
given to the user within said predetermined period of time, said determining means 
determines that the user is notified of the advanced consumed level." 

However, incorporating MacNaughton with Phillips would put forth "a receiving 
means which selectively receives a setting from a user in which a notice that the 
consumed level of the consumable item is in advanced stage is limited to once within a 
predetermined period of time" as well as a method wherein "when the consumable item 
whose consumed level is found to be in advanced stage has a setting that the notice as 
to advanced consumed level is limited to once within the predetermined period of time, 
and said notice has already been given within said predetermined period of time, said 
determining means determines that the user is not notified of the advanced consumed 
level, and when said notice has not been given to the user within said predetermined 
period of time, said determining means determines that the user is notified of the 
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advanced consumed level." (Note that the MacNaughton, in column 7, lines 18-38, 
describes a scenario wherein the user can set the number of notifications he/she 
may receive in a certain interval. For example, the reference teaches that the user 
can configure the notification interval to be one day. What is inherently taught in 
this reference is limiting the notifications to once during the predetermined 
interval; and if a notification has been given already during the set interval, then 
prohibiting further notifications during that interval.) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time of the present invention, to modify Phillips with MacNaughton to create the print 
control apparatus stated in claim 1 . 

The motivation would be to devise a method that would give importance to the 
concept of notification by limiting the number of notification during a predetermined time 
period as opposed to constantly notifying and thus loosing the significance of the 
notification. 

Regarding claim 2 , the previously mentioned Phillips/MacNaughton combination 
fully realizes the limitations stated in claim 1. Furthermore, MacNaughton divulges "a 
printer control unit according to claim 1, wherein, said predetermined period of time is 
one day, and said determining means stores a date when the notice is given to the user, 
if the setting is such that the notice as to advanced consumed level regarding the 
consumable item whose consumed level is in advanced stage, is limited to once within 
said predetermined period of time." (Please note that column 7, lines 36-37 of 
MacNaughton teaches that the user can set the predetermined period of time to 
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be a day. What this reference inherently teaches is the ability to keep track of the 
notifications and not exceed the set limit.) 

Regarding claim 3 , the previously mentioned Phillips/MacNaughton combination 
fully realizes the limitations stated in claim 1. In addition, Phillips teaches "a printer 
control unit according to claim 1, wherein, said receiving means further selectively 
receives a setting that the notice as to the advanced consumed level is not given and a 
setting that the notice as to advanced consumed level is given without limiting the 
number of times." (Paragraph 23 of the Phillips reference divulges a scenario 
wherein the user is warned without setting any type of limits on the number of 
warnings.) 

Regarding claim 4 . the previously mentioned Phillips/MacNaughton combination 
fully realizes the limitations stated in claim 1 . Furthermore Phillips describes that the 
"printer is provided with plural types of consumable items, said information obtaining 
means obtains information regarding a consumed level per consumable item from said 
printer, and said receiving means selectively receives per consumable item a setting 
that the notice as to advanced consumed level of the consumable item is limited to once 
within the predetermined period of time." (Paragraph 22 of the Phillips reference 
divulges a list of possible consumables. And these include various types of print 
media as well as marking agents. Phillips teaches that the consumed level of 
each of these plurality of consumable items are monitored.) 



Analogous Claims 
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2. Regarding claim 5 . it is rejected in the same manner as claim 1 . Note that claim 5 
is claiming a record medium consisting of a computer program that achieves the 
method stated in claim 1 . 

3. Regarding claim 6 . it is rejected in the same manner as claim 2. 

4. Regarding claim 7 . it is rejected in the same manner as claim 4. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashish K. Thomas whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0631. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung S. Moe can be reached on 571-272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



